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Dear Friends, 
 As you may know, in November, 2020, our then-Bishop, The Rt. Rev. Thomas 
Breidenthal, retired after a serious illness, during which time he admitted that he was 
addicted to alcohol.  Upon his retirement, the Standing Committee of the diocese 
assumed ecclesiastical authority according to the Constitution and Canons of The 
Episcopal Church. 
 On August 15, 2021, The Right Reverend Wayne Smith became Bishop 
Provisional of the Diocese of Southern Ohio.  He visited with us on October 31.  His 
agreement to serve our diocese in this way came with the stipulation that he have all 
the authority given to a Bishop Diocesan.  Since then, he has engaged the diocese in 
one of the primary responsibilities of the Church.  He is working to help the diocese 
heal from not only Bishop Breidenthal’s admission of alcoholism, but also, and 
primarily, from the systems and structures long-present in the diocese that may have 
contributed to addiction, and may actually be our own addiction as we hold fast to 
those same ways of life. 
 On the last two days of March, Bishop Smith called all active clergy together for 
a two-day retreat where we heard from addiction specialists based at Bruton Parish in 
Williamsburg, Virginia.  Three persons led the retreat, all of whom are in recovery from 
addiction.  They presented themselves as signs of new life even while revealing their 
wounds. 
 Addiction is a major problem in our culture, and it has been for a very long time.  
While opioid addiction gets much of the headline space these days, we don’t have to 
look only to that as a sign of our need for healing.  Our wounds are deep, and in many 
cases, well-hidden from the oxygen of healing. 
 In my years as a pastor and priest, I have known some whose bodies could not 
heal because of addiction.  For many, it was nicotine addiction brought about by 
smoking.  One person’s broken shoulder could not heal because smoking caused her 
red blood cells to be unable to carry enough oxygen to cleanse her wound.  Another 
faces liver failure for the same reason.  And another removed the canula from her nose 
so she could smoke a cigarette while only a few days from death due to lung cancer. 
 Seven years ago, I lost a nephew to opioid abuse.  He lived with my parents, and 
my dad found him one Saturday afternoon.  He had been dead for more than twelve 
hours in my former bedroom.  Looking back, I recognize subtle clues.  But the shock of 
that moment remains along with all the “what if” questions that continue to linger. 
 I’ll admit that while I’m writing this, there’s a cup of hot coffee on my desk.  As I 
said, we don’t have to look far.   
 



 When Jesus appeared to his fearful disciples that first evening of the resurrection, they believed 
after he showed them his wounds.  It wasn’t just Thomas, who was there a week later.  In a recent 
editorial in The Washington Post, Michael Gerson writes about the very visible wounding of Ukraine 
we’ve all seen on the news.  He refers to Elie Weisel, a survivor of Auschwitz, who tells a story about 
their captors’ work to terrorize those held captive.  Two men and a young boy are chosen to be examples 
to the prisoners of what could happen to them.  These three are publicly hanged while everyone is 
forced to watch.  The older men die quickly, but the boy fights for life for some thirty minutes.  Someone 
in the crowd cries out “Where is God?”  The answer is “There, hanging by a rope, fighting to live.” 
 We are healed in many ways.  One is by “just saying no” to the secrets we hold so closely because 
we fear their shame.  Another is by recognizing and naming our wounds, and by helping others do the 
same.  And, another is by taking the risk to cut the rope of addiction that seeks to strangle us and those 
around us. 
 I think that our outreach and evangelism into our community depends on these things.  It’s time 
for us to tread fiercely on the gates of hell in our community, stepping out of the safety of our chosen 
tombs with the wounded Christ and use what we know of our own wounds to help others find healing. 
 Those who recognize their wounds, and see others also wounded, are invited to help begin the 
discussion.  What do you need to heal?  What was helpful, or otherwise, in your own healing?  What do 
you wish others could find in order to begin healing?  How do all the “what ifs” continue to wound you 
and those around you?  What are the words you continue to whisper that need to be shouted out to 
shock us to attention? 
 Of course, another question we must answer is one Jesus himself once asked.  Do you want to be 
healed?  If the answer is “yes,” then let us begin the necessary and often difficult work of healing 
ourselves and our community.  With God’s help, those asking “where is God” will be able to point in our 
direction, both as a congregation and as a diocese. 

--Wayne+ 

 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Outreach Updates 

 

So, what happened to the regular offertory prayer we used to say over the food donations brought to the 

alter? Earlier this year we discussed with the Director of the Grace Resurrection Christian Center if there 

were any specialty food items that were needed so we could focus our parish donations for 2022. The re-

sponse was that while food items are always needed... always accepted.... there is a new increasing need for 

personal hygiene items. Toilet paper, Shampoo, hair conditioner, toothpaste, toothbrushes, and paper tow-

els. These items are not allowed to be purchased with Government furnished food aid money. So, if we can 

help the GRCC with the increasing need for personal hygiene items it would be greatly appreciated. 

So, there’s the answer...... seems strange to be praying for food that we donated in our offertory basket 

while we are staring down on shampoo, toothbrushes, and toothpaste in the donation basket.  But shouldn’t 

we be called to address the needs of our of community, vs just donating the extra boxes of instant oatmeal 

or canned veggies form our overstocked shelves at our own homes?   Hence the revision, of the offertory 

prayer over the items we donate to help the communities defined needs... regardless of food items or per-

sonally hygiene items. 

Continued on page 4 



 

 

*Please notify the office of flower dedication by noon on the Tuesday before the Sunday listed. 

Date/Proper Readings Assistants Flowers* 

May 1 
Third Sunday of East-

er 

Acts 9:1-20 
Psalm 30 

Revelation 5:11-14 
John 21:1-19 

Jan Dunwoody, Lector 
Marty Davis, LEM 

Richard Mote, Usher 

  
Kim Bohler 

May 8 
Fourth Sunday of 

Easter 

Acts 9:36-43 
Psalm 23 

Revelation 7:9-17 
John 10:22-30 

Gary Benesh, Lector 
Peter Hemer, LEM 

Chris Nelson, Usher 

  
  

May 15 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Acts 11:1-18 
Psalm 148 

Revelation 21:1-6 
John 13:31-35 

Karen Burkett, Lector 
Nancy Brumbaugh, Prayers 
Peter Hemer, LEM/Usher 

  
Nora & Doug Ma-

honey 

May 22 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Acts 16:9-15 
Psalm 67 

Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5 
John 14:23-29 

Chris Nelson, Lector 
Kim Bohler, LEM 

Gary Benesh, Usher 

  
Joan & Dick Mote 

May 26 
Ascension 

Noon 

Acts 1:1-11 
Psalm 47 

Ephesians 1:15-23 
Luke 24:44-53 

  
TBA 

  
None 

May 29 
Seventh Sunday of 

Easter 

Acts 16:16-34 
Psalm 97 

Rev. 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21 
John 17:20-26 

Marlene Harvey, Lector 
P.J. Brumbaugh, LEM 
Richard Mote, Usher 

  
Nancy Brumbaugh 

Outreach, cont. 

 

And speaking of our long time calling to help feed the hungry in our community, we still have a connection 

to help those with a need for food assistance.  The Outreach committee, on behalf of our Parish donated 

two local families with $100.each for Food gift certificates from Eikenberry’s IGA for the week before Easter. 

One family lives in the Gettysburg area and is headed up by a widowed Grandmother raising 4 grandchil-

dren ages 8 thru 12. And most of the grandkids have special developmental disabilities and Epilepsy. 

The other family lives in the Ansonia area and is headed up by a visually impaired (can’t drive) mother of 3 

teenaged children. Ages run form 15 thru 19 years old, and some with developmental disabilities. And also 

caring for  a 20 yr. old nephew who has Autism. 

So, our Outreach commission on behalf of our Parish is still connecting our donations of food items and 

food gift certificates. But we also now need to listen to the new needs of our local community for another 

household needs that are being underserved. And now that includes personal hygiene items.       

   

 Respectfully submitted, St. Paul’s Outreach Commission.  

 Kim Bohler, Tim Burns, Chris Nelson /04-19-2022  




