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Dear Friends, 

 

 After the attacks of September 11, 2001, my church joined with leaders and 
members of a nearby synagogue and a mosque to discuss ways to live together.  During 
those discussions, many similarities of belief, and some obvious differences, came out.  
One evening, during a Bible Study session the rabbi remarked, “Jewish faith can only be 
lived in relationship with other Jews.”  I replied the same was actually true for Christian-
ity, despite the misinformation of fundamentalism. 

 Episcopalians and other denominations make relationship the foundation of 
their being.  Ernst Troelsch, an early twentieth-century theologian, points out that de-
nominations with a governance structure based on having bishops tend to look out-
wardly more so than those with congregational structures, where most decisions are 
made by the local congregation, and there is only a tenuous relationship with other 
congregations through their clergy associations. 

 Episcopal congregations exist because a diocese recognizes them.  Congrega-
tions are different from parishes, because a parish is an area set apart by boundaries 
often established by governments.  In Greenville, St. Paul’s Episcopal Church is both a 
congregation of Christians whose baptism is recorded in church records, and of commu-
nicants who attend regularly.  St. Paul’s parish, on the other hand, is primarily Darke 
County because we are the only Episcopal congregation in the county.  And, since there 
is no Episcopal congregation in Preble or Mercer counties, our parish boundaries extend 
to those areas.  A common unmarked boundary recognized among clergy is that the 
parish extends to halfway between the altar of one congregation and the altar of the 
nearest Episcopal congregation in any direction.  Since we border two other dioceses, 
that may limit our sense of parish boundaries to the north and west. 

 This broadens our mission field to a much wider area than we might have 
known.  In 2009, the General Convention of The Episcopal Church adopted Five Marks 
of Mission established by The Anglican Consultative Council (another relationship that is 
worldwide).  They are 

• To proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom 

• To teach, baptize and nurture new believers 

• To respond to human need by loving service 

• To seek to transform unjust structures of society 

• To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain and renew the life of the 
earth. 

 



These “five marks” are tangible ways to gauge the life of the church, whether it be a local congregation, a 
diocese, synod, or “national” entity.  While often called such,  

The Episcopal Church is not a “national” church, as it includes dioceses and synods from nineteen 
different countries. 

We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves, says St. Paul.  We exist as an Episcopal 
congregation as part of a diocese, which is part of a synod, which is part of General Convention, which is 
part of the Body of Christ.  It is our duty as part of that relationship to take an active role in the diocese 
and its relationships to other congregations.  Failing to do so is a sign that we are in trouble, and could be 
designated an “at risk” congregation. 

I say this because this is the second year that St. Paul’s will fail to send delegates to Diocesan Con-
vention.  This is the primary way we relate to the Diocese of Southern Ohio, so failure to do this is one 
way the Diocese’s Commission on Congregational Life looks at the vitality of a particular congregation.  
Having enough money to keep the doors open is not a sign of life.  It’s a sign of life-support when other 
signs of life are failing. 

To use a commonly understood analogy, St. Paul’s, Greenville, is close to being in hospice mode.  It 
doesn’t have to stay that way.  We are just a couple of weeks from celebrating the resurrection of Jesus, 
and will make a lot of noise about our hope of joining him in that.  A lot of popular religious expression 
wants to make that hope only about life after death.  But Jesus calls us to live that everlasting life now as 
part of the process of “moving on to perfection” in the resurrection that is to come. 

Easter is not only about an event that happened outside Jerusalem nearly two thousand years ago.  
Easter is a way of life given to us by the promised Holy Spirit as a sign of the living Christ in all of us togeth-
er.  When we are faithful to that, folks take notice, and many will want to take part in that relationship of 
new life that means the death rattles of the world no longer have control. 

This is where individual life comes in.  Each of us can, in some way, be a sign of the presence of the 
living Christ in this county-wide and beyond parish of St. Paul’s.  It’s not about keeping up appearances so 
much as it is our making room for the appearance of new life, of empty tombs, of the refreshing breath of 
the Spirit that can be a part of all life around us. 

In the middle of April, we’ll start singing and saying “Alleluia” again.  The word means “praise 
God.”  May every moment of our lives from now on be an echo of that word.  And may it resonate 
through every corn and soybean field, every office, school, and home in our parish. 

--Wayne+ 



 

 

 

Kim Bohler spoke with Kurt Garrison, GRCC, and he said that the following non-
food, toiletry type items are needed the most right now. They will still take food 
donations but these items help a lot. You can't buy these items with food stamp 
cards. Also, all items can be purchased inexpensively at Dollar Tree, Dollar Gen-
eral, etc. Items: 

--toilet paper 

--shampoo, conditioner 

--toothbrushes 

--toothpaste 

--paper towels 

 

The Outreach committee typically meets at the beginning of each year to examine our previous outreach 

efforts.  And we also review if any new outreach needs are discovered that might fit our human and finan-

cial resources to help meet the unmet or underserved needs of those less fortunate in our local communi-

ty.  This year’s meeting was held a bit later than usual due to schedule conflicts but we were able to meet 

on March 3, 2022. 

We proposed to the Vestry that we continue to support the following outreach efforts for 2022. 

1.   Food, and now personal hygiene items, for Grace Resurrection Center (GRCC).  Weekly donations are 

collected and presented during each Sunday service. 

2.   FISH and COMMUNITY UNITY can receive monetary donations. Later updates  about these organiza-

tions. 

3.  Ronald McDonald House, Dayton aluminum beverage can tab donation to support this facility. More 

on this program as well in coming months. 

4.  Easter Week food gift certificates for 2 to 3 needy families. 

5.  Stuff-The-Bus, Darke County United Way outreach program for school supplies for needy children in 

Darke County Schools. 

6.  Annie Oakley Parade--bottled water give away. 

7.  United Thank Offering ingathering in the Fall. 

8.  Downtown Greenville Car Show – Free popcorn and bottled water give away. Donated proceeds go to 

GRCC. 

9.  Christmas week food gift certificates for 2 or 3 needy families.    

We are also in the early stages of exploring two other community needs that we may be able to offer our 

outreach support, either by our own efforts, or in combination with other no-profit/religious organiza-

tions. If you are aware of other needs in our local community that are not being addressed, please bring it 

to one of our Outreach Committee members listed below. 

As you can see, our St. Paul’s Episcopal Outreach follows three different directions-- 

Direct aid to individuals or organizations. 

Aid to assist other non-profit organizations so we can combine our resources with others to make a larger 

impact. 

Outreach events solely to show random acts of kindness to our local community to let them see us direct-

ly working in the community. 

Outreach Committee members are Chris Nelson, Kim Bohler, and Tim Burns. 

Outreach Update 



 

*Please notify the office of flower dedication by noon on the Tuesday before the Sunday listed. 

Date/Proper Readings Assistants Flowers* 

April 3 
Fifth Sunday in Lent 

Isaiah 43:16-21 
Psalm 126 

Philippians 3:4b-14 
John 12:1-8 

Karen Burkett, Lector 
Marty Davis, LEM/Prayers 

Peter Hemer, Usher 

  
Jan & Chris Nelson 

April 10 
Palm/Passion Sunday 

Palms:  Luke 19-28-40 
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 

Passion:  Isaiah 50:4-9a 
Psalm 31:9-16 

Philippians 2:5-11 
Luke 22:14-23:56 

Chris Nelson, Lector 
PJ Brumbaugh, LEM/Prayers 

Richard Mote, Usher 
Gary Benesh, Narrator 
Chris Nelson, Reader 

  
Mara Cox 

April 14 
Maundy Thursday 

7:00 PM 

Exodus 2:1-14 
Psalm 116:1, 10-17 

1 Cor. 11:23-26 
John 13:1-17, 31b-35 

Chris Nelson, Lector 
Peter Hemer, LEM/Prayers 

Peter Hemer, Usher 

  
None 

April 15 
Good Friday 

7:00 PM 

Isaiah 52:13:53-12 
Psalm 22 

Hebrews 10:16-25 
John 18:1-19:42 

Jan Dunwoody, Lector 
Gary Benesh, Usher 

Jan Dunwoody, Narrator 
Marty Davis, Reader 

  
none 

  

April 17 
The Day of Resurrection 

Easter Sunday 

Acts 10:34-43 
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 

1 Cor. 15:19-26 
Luke 24:1-12 

Marlene Harvey, Lector 
Peter Hemer, LEM/Prayers 

Richard Mote, Usher 

  
Karrie Quigney 

April 24 
Second Sunday of Easter 

Acts 5:27-32 
Psalm 118:14-29 
Revelation 1:4-8 
John 20:19-31 

Duane Johnson, Lector 
PJ Brumbaugh, LEM/Prayers 

Gary Benesh, Usher 

  
Duane Johnson 

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 

Sunday, April 10, 10:30 AM 

Liturgy of the Palms, Lounge 

Liturgy of the Passion, Nave 

 

Thursday, April 14, 7:00 PM 

Maundy Thursday Holy Eucharist 

 

Friday, April 15, 7:00 PM 

Good Friday Liturgy 

 

Sunday, April 17, 10:30 AM 

Holy Eucharist 





 

TO CONTACT US  

Office Hours  

10 AM – 3 PM  

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday  

937-548-5575  

www.stpaulsgreenville.org  

Amy Addis, Church Secretary  

office@stpaulsgreenville.org  

The Rev. E. Wayne Rollins, Priest-in-Charge  

wrollins@stpaulsgreenville.org  

Home phone 937-459-4906  

 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church  

201 S. Broadway Street  

Greenville, OH 45331  


