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Dear Friends, 

 It’s late on the last Wednesday of February.  Snow flurries are in the air, but then, tomorrow is 
Thursday, and that seems to be their regular schedule this year.  I have a question for you, and I hope we 
can all help each other understand what we might need as we share our answers. 

 Do you remember where you were when Pearl Harbor was attacked?  How about when you 
heard American military presence was headed into the Korean peninsula?  Or maybe into Vietnam?   

 I remember exactly where I was when the news came that President Kennedy had been shot, 
and then died.  The same for Martin Luther King, Jr. and Bobby Kennedy.  I did part of my student teach-
ing in the classroom where I heard the news about JFK, and remember the odd feeling when I found my-
self standing in the exact spot where my desk was fifteen years earlier. 

 I had just been to the office at All Saints’, Portsmouth, to give the next Sunday’s music to the 
secretary for the bulletin when I got into my car and heard that we had invaded Iraq (the first time).  I 
turned the car around, and went back in to change most of what I had planned.  The Rector at the time 
was also a Chaplain in the Air Force Reserve, and there had been some discussion about what might hap-
pen if he was called to active duty. 

 Then, on September 11, 2001, I awakened to the news and several telephone calls from friends, 
wanting to know what to do after four airplanes had been hijacked and crashed, killing thousands.  Later 
that day I went to my church through streets that were more deserted than they usually were on a Sun-
day afternoon.  I learned that the Rector of that parish was in New York City at a conference at Trinity 
Church, Wall Street, and no one had heard from him yet.  Calls wouldn’t go through.  After some time, we 
heard he was okay and trying to find a way home. 

 We know what happened next.  Afghanistan.  Iraq 2.0.  Saddam Hussein captured, tried, and 
executed.  Osama bin Laden found and executed.  We’re still learning how to recover from all that, if we 
will ever do so completely.  Because recovery means accepting the changes made to us that are well be-
yond our control, and we seem to be working overtime to not just prevent it from happening again, but 
to somehow twist history so we can pretend it didn’t happen the first time. 

 I write all this because within the last hour I have read where Russian President Vladimir Putin 
has ordered a “military operation” in Ukraine.  I wonder what some felt when they heard that Adolph 
Hitler had ordered the invasion of Poland.  We don’t have anyone around anymore who remembered 
hearing Archduke Ferdinand had been assassinated.  I wonder if we’re witnesses to the start of World 
War III. 

 “There will be wars and rumors of wars . . .” Jesus said.  We aren’t the first to hear them, and, 
quite frankly, I pray to God we won’t be the last.  Because if we are, then that means our stockpiles of 
weapons of mass destruction have succeeded in their goal of mutually assured destruction. 

 Meanwhile, we need to share our stories and find the faith contained within.  The day might 
come when many will come, seeking to hear those stories to alleviate their own fear, and will need to 
borrow some of our faith when their own seems to have failed. 

 I write all this because it’s on my mind with the likelihood of settling in for awhile.  I don’t know 
if anyone else will ever see it.  But for several years now I have said that if another world war comes, it 
will be fought here.  The last two times most didn’t have the capability to reach our shores, but they do 
now.  I hope to God I’m wrong.  That we will know down the road.  But as we walk that road now, I need 
to hear your stories so that, together, we might find enough faith to take the next step. 

--Wayne+ 



Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, March 2.  We will celebrate Holy 
Eucharist with Imposition of Ashes at Noon at 7:00 PM that day.  The 
Noon service will be spoken to allow time for anyone who wishes to 
attend during their lunch hour. 

Our Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper is March 1, from 5:00-7:00 PM.  It’s 
your last chance to indulge and have something to repent for on Ash 
Wednesday!  Also, it's good food and great fellowship.  Anyone who 
wants to attend, but the steps to the undercroft present an issue, let us 
know,  and we’ll have the cool kids table in the Library. 

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME BEGINS MARCH 13.  Set your clocks ahead one 
hour, or show up on Sunday morning just in time to help those who id 
remember where they parked their cars!  

Bible Study resumes on Tuesday, March 8.  During Lent we will be 
reading and discussing the Passion narratives in the four Gospels.  We 
will take them in chronological order of writing, beginning with Mark, 
then Matthew, Luke, and John.  Come join us in the lounge. 

 

 



 

*Please notify the office of flower dedication by noon on the Tuesday before the Sunday listed. 

Date/Proper Readings Assistants Flowers* 

March 2 
Ash Wednesday 
Noon & 7:00 PM 

Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 
Psalm 103 

2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 

Duane Johnson, Lector 
Peter Hemer, LEM/Usher 

  
None 

March 6 
Lent 1 

Deut. 26:1-11 
Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16 
Romans 10:8b-13 

Luke 4:1-13 

Karen Burkett, Lector 
P. J. Brumbaugh, LEM/Prayers 

Richard Mote, Usher 

  
Nancy Brumbaugh 

March 13 
Lent 2 

Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18 
Psalm 27 

Philippians 3:17-4:1 
Luke 13:31-35 

Chris Nelson, Lector 
Marty Davis, LEM/Prayers 

Peter Hemer, Usher 

  
Marty Davis 

March 20 
Lent 3 

Exodus 3:1-15 
Psalm 63:1-8 

1 Corinthians 10:1-13 
Luke 13:1-9 

Kim Bohler, Lector 
Nancy Brumbaugh, LEM/Prayers 

Chris Nelson, Usher 

  
Nora & Doug Mahoney 

March 27 
Lent 4 

Joshua 5:9-12 
Psalm 32 

2 Corinthians 5:16-21 
Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 

Marlene Harvey, Lector 
Peter Hemer, LEM/Prayers 

Richard Mote, Usher 

  
Jan Dunwoody 

The Easter Lilies , tulips, and daffodils 
are used to decorate the Sanctuary East-
er Sunday. A dedication list is published 
in the Easter Sunday service announce-
ments. It is an opportunity to remember 
those we love and be thankful for our 
blessings. Easter lilies are $12.50 each 
this year. Orders need to be received by 
Friday, March 20th. 

 

Please place this completed form with your payment in the offering plate, or 

in the secretary’s mailbox. Checks should be made payable to St. Paul's Episco-

pal Church with memo note….Easter Flowers 

Name:__________________________________How many:_______________ 

Message:________________________________________________________ 




