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        November, 2021 

Dear Friends, 

 

 November is here, and one word will keep cropping up as we move through it.  Holi-
days.  Plans are no doubt being made for travel, food, gifts, and other assorted details.  There 
will be joyful anticipation, and more than a little anxiety.  And, for some, sadness will creep in 
as memories fill chairs where loved ones used to sit. 

 But it’s that word “holiday” that wants my attention these days.  Maybe it’s from read-
ing some of the early writings of C. S. Lewis, where he uses it in another way to mean the same 
thing.  Holyday.  When someone travels for pleasure, that person is said to be on holyday.   

 Just looking at how that word is spelled gives it a different meaning.  In the church we 
sometimes speak of the “high holy days,” particularly during Holy Week.  What if we look at 
time off, especially those we now call holidays, as holy? 

 There is a commandment about that.  “Remember the Sabbath, to keep it holy.”  It’s 
one of the big ten, right up there with not killing and lying and such stuff.  The reason to make 
it holy?  Because God did it.  After six days of hard work making the world and all that is in it, 
God took a breather.  And because God did it, we’re supposed to do it to.   

 Just take a day off and rest.  You don’t even have to spend it all in prayer and medita-
tion.  Just relax, take it easy.  Don’t fill it up with things you didn’t have time for or didn’t get 
done through the week.  And don’t spend it getting ready for the next week, either.  Just take a 
breather, sit back and rest.  And if anyone wakes you up from a nap, tell them they’re working 
too hard.  That is, unless it’s a child wanting to hang with you, or your dog needs its ears 
scratched.  Belly rubs are good for all God’s creatures. 

 Holy days aren’t just for humans or other animals, either.  A plot of land is to be left 
fallow every seventh year, so it can replenish itself and continue to provide its abundance the 
other six.  Then there’s that big festival called Jubilee, when everything stops for a whole year, 
and even debts are cancelled. 

 I wonder what the next couple of months would look like if we approached them as 
holy days, and not days where we’re expected to be super human and wear ourselves out 
meeting outlandish expectations.  It might make a difference in other parts of our lives, too. 

 So, two things.  One is to remember that after a good, restful day off, God got up and 
made three more things—coffee, chocolate, and irony—each delicious in its own way.  Two, 
have a happy, restful holy day.  Preferably, once each week.  Oh, and turn off your phone notifi-
cations.  No one said peace would be easy. 

 

       --Wayne+ 

 



The Outreach efforts from our Parish are typically very locally focused in the Greenville area, or certainly in 

the Greater Darke County area. We, the Outreach Commission representing our parish, feel called to ad-

dress first those needs that are around us, those amongst us. 

But, on occasion, there is an “outside” need that is so great, that it takes the outreach effort and financial 

donations of a larger Christian community to combine our individual efforts to address a much greater, of-

ten catastrophic need. 

Such was the case late this summer with very devastating hurricane damage in the Gulf Coast states, and 

the recent earthquake damage in Haiti. 

So, our Vestry decided to make an appeal to the parish at large for personal donations to the Episcopal Re-

lief fund and to be designated for these two recent natural disasters. We (the Vestry) chose to put our out-

reach dollars to this non-profit organization, because ALL the donations are 100% used to address the 

needs on the ground. NONE of the donated funds are used to pay for staff salaries or organization overhead 

costs. Those salary and overhead costs are paid from the Episcopal Church budget. 

And our small rural parish collected and forwarded $375.00 for these two natural disaster relief efforts. And 

in our October Vestry meeting, we proposed, and Vestry approved, an additional $300.00 to be taken from 

our outreach funds and donated to these same two disaster relief needs. 

So, in total, our Parish donated $675.00 from our parish family to these two monster natural disaster relief 

needs.  It’s so neat to see that as our parish membership gracefully ages and our available labor pool dimin-

ishes for active on-site work for outreach, our pocketbooks continue to follow our hearts and our commit-

ment to honor God’s calling to us to share what we have with those in need.  Sometimes we do our outreach 

to our local community and sometimes, like this recent natural disaster event, we do it on a National or 

global scale.  Either way, we are practicing God’s will for us to reach out to those in need. Thanks so much 

for your kind hearts and generous donations.   

Stay tuned for more updates in our December Newsletter for more Outreach events. 

Respectfully submitted, St. Paul’s Outreach Commission. Kim Bohler, Tim Burns, Chris Nelson, Fr. 

Wayne /10-21-2021  

 

NOVEMBER EVENTS 

On November 7, we will observe the Feast of All Saints, transferred from Monday, November 1 to the fol-
lowing Sunday.  We also return to Eastern Standard Time on this day. 

November 13 is our annual Diocesan Convention, held again this year via Zoom.  St. Paul’s did not elect 
delegates to Convention this year, and no one has volunteered. 

We celebrate the last Sunday of the church year with Christ the King Sunday on November 21.  On 
Wednesday of that week we will celebrate Thanksgiving with Holy Eucharist at 12:10 PM. 

November 28 is the First Sunday of Advent.  We begin lectionary year C, with its primary focus on the Gos-
pel of Luke. 



*Please notify the office of flower dedication by noon on the Tuesday before the Sunday listed. 

       The Collect of the Day 

Almighty and gracious Father, we give you thanks for the fruits 
of the earth in their season and for the labors of those who har-

vest them. Make us, we pray, faithful stewards of your great 
bounty, for the provision of our necessities and the relief of all 

who are in need, to the glory of your Name; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

 

Date/Proper Readings Assistants Flowers* 

November 7 
Sunday after All Saints 

Wisdom 3:1-9 
Psalm 24 

Revelation 21:1-6a 
John 11:32-44 

Gary Benesh, Lector 
Jan Dunwoody, LEM/

Prayers 
Peter Hemer, Usher 

  
Mara Cox 

November 14 
25th Sunday after Pen-

tecost 

Daniel 12:1-3 
Psalm 16 

Hebrews 10:11-25 
Mark 13:1-8 

Chris Nelson, Lector 
Marty Davis, LEM/Prayers 

Gary Benesh, Usher 

  
Jan & Chris Nelson 

November 21 
Last Sunday after Pen-

tecost 
Christ the King 

Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 
Psalm 93 

Revelation 1:4b-8 
John 18:33-37 

Karen Burkett, Lector 
PJ Brumbaugh, LEM/Prayers 

Chris Nelson, Usher 

  
Fred Dean 

November 24 
Wednesday 12:10 

Thanksgiving 

Joel 2:21-27 
Psalm 126 

1 Timothy 2:1-7 
Matthew 6:25-33 

  
Tba 

  
None 

November 28 
First Sunday of Advent 

Jeremiah 33:14-16 
Psalm 25:1-9 

1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 
Luke 21:25-36 

Duane Johnson, Lector 
Peter Hemer, LEM/Prayers 

Richard Mote, Usher 

  
Gail & Gary Benesh 

Remember to set your clocks back one hour on 
Saturday evening, November 6.  Daylight Saving 
Time ends at 2:00 AM on Sunday, November 
7.  Or, you can show up at church really, really 
early that day.  We’ve checked.  The roof is sta-
ble. 




