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Dear Friends, 

 

 Several years ago, while working as a hospital chaplain, December came around and the 
hospital auxiliary frantically made sure as many places as possible were covered by some sort of 
decoration.  Now, I’m not much into that sort of thing.  I’ve often said that my decorations for 
Christmas consist of the possibility of putting a red cloth on the dining room table.  But then, that color 
doesn’t work with anything else, so I usually leave it in the drawer. 

 During that time, though, I did ponder the meaning of one word from Isaiah while I walked 
through the hallways.  That word comes from Isaiah 7, and is a name we ascribe to Jesus, although 
that’s not what the prophet had in mind.  The word, or name?  Emmanuel.  As with Hebrew names, it 
has meaning.  That is, it means “God with us.” 

 Isaiah spoke to an anxious king and court before some subsequent treaties were made with 
neighboring powers, treaties that didn’t work all that well, and that also betrayed a lack of faith in God.  
Isaiah keeps telling King Ahaz that better times are coming, just wait, be patient, don’t act out of your 
fears.  Those days will be so good, Isaiah says, that mothers will name their sons Emmanuel.  In other 
words, to celebrate the good times, sons are going to be named “God with us.” 

 Isaiah, in this case, First Isaiah (there were three whose writings span a little more than two 
centuries) writes nearly seven centuries before Bethlehem took center stage.  Because he wasn’t 
listened to by the king, the good times didn’t happen so much, and the northern kingdom of Israel was 
overrun and destroyed.  So there came another attempt at God being with us. 

 We focus on that during this month, beginning with looking ahead at Christ’s return, then at 
how he came at first (actually, probably second or so, since he was present at creation.)  But I’m 
thinking, pondering in my heart, if you will, about the many ways God is with us and we tend to not 
notice. 

 I wrote a piece for our pastoral care department listing some of those ways I found God 
present in the hospital.  A nurse offering compassion as patients and families struggled to make sense 
of a truth that was hard to hear.  A doctor offering healing.  A transport aide cautioning “a little bump 
as we enter the elevator.”  A cafeteria worker listening as someone needed to talk.  The same with an 
office worker or volunteer. 

 During this month, with all its noise and clutter, take some time to discover when God is with 
you.  Appreciate the who, how, where, and when of it all.  Scripture already tells us the why.  God so 
loved the world that he gave his only begotten son . . . . 

 Emmanuel.  God with us.  Be with God in as many ways as God makes possible during this 
time, and always. 

          -Wayne+ 



Outreach News 
During this prolonged Covidtide, we have not been able to do a lot of things that St. Paul’s parish sees as part of its identity in the 
greater community.  We’ve suspended food donations and participation in the Grace Resurrection soup kitchen.  The time has 
come to restart. 

 Beginning with the first Sunday in December, we will once again be collecting non-perishable food items and/or paper 
products to donate to GRCC.  They do get a truckload of food from Shared Harvest every Tuesday, but they’re asking for donations 
to help enhance that.  GRCC also distributes paper products and toiletries when they have them, as well as diapers.  If you would 
rather contribute those items, please do so.  We will resume collecting them in a basket at the west door, and present them as 
part of our offering each week. 

 St. Paul’s will again assist some families in our area with food at Christmastime.  We are looking to help three families this 
year with gift certificates in the amount of $200.00 per family to be used at Eikenberry’s.  Each family has four children of various 
ages, some with developmental issues.  One family is a grandmother raising four grandchildren, whose grandfather died last 
Christmas after a long illness.  The others are families dealing with issues beyond their control and who struggle to make ends 
meet.  We raised the amount of the gift certificates this year due to the increasing costs of food as transportation and processing 
issues continue.  Contributions to help offset the cost of the certificates can be made by placing a check or envelope in the offering 
plate marked “Christmas dinners.” 

 For those who want to help with other things, we are putting together a list of needs for the children involved.  We will let 
those needs be known so that we can help care for these folks in our community.  Mitten trees are also appearing in various places 
around town to help keep hands and ears warm during these winter months. 

 St. Paul’s will not be assisting this year with the Community Unity kettle drive at local grocery stores.  At least, not with 
the bell ringing part.  We will continue to help by placing donations in those kettles as we pass by.  Jesus said to do these things in 
secret, and that God will reward us openly.  But it’s okay of someone rings a bell as you contribute.  Jesus just didn’t want us to 
ring it for ourselves. 

  

Dear St. Paul’s Family, 

What a beautiful and special 

day Westin’s baptism was for 

our family. Each of you gave 

so much of your love, 

thoughtfulness and time. I am 

so very grateful. 

Love, Jackie Wagner 

St. Episcopal Church, 

Thank you all so very much for 

making Westin’s baptism so 

special. I have so much grati-

tude for all  the hard work put 

in. We will forever cherish Oc-

tober 31,2021. I am blessed to 

have such a wonderful church 

family!  

Thank you again, much love! 

Scott, Taylor and Westin Shear 

 



     

*Please notify the office of flower dedication by noon on the Tuesday before the Sunday Listed. 

 

Date/Proper Readings Assistants Flowers* 

December 5 
Second Sunday of Advent 

Baruch 5:1-9 
Canticle 16 

Philippians 1:3-11 
Luke 3:1-6 

Chris Nelson, Lector 
Gary Benesh, LEM/Prayers 

Chris Nelson, Usher 

  
Mary Alice & Eldon 

Wolter 

December 12 
Third Sunday of Advent 

(Gaudete) 

Zephaniah 3:14-20 
Canticle 9 

Philippians 4:4-7 
Luke 3:7-18 

Marlene Harvey, Lector 
P.J. Brumbaugh, LEM/

Prayers 
Richard Mote, Usher 

  
Becky & Terry 

Hartnagle 

December 19 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Micah 5:2-5a 
Canticle 15 

Hebrews 10:5-10 
Luke 1:39-45 

Karen Burkett, Lector 
Marty Davis, LEM/Prayers 

Peter Hemer, Usher 

  
Jan Dunwoody 

December 24 
7:30 PM 

Christmas I 

Isaiah 9:2-7 
Psalm 96 

Titus 2:11-14 
Luke 2:1-20 

Kim Bohler, Lector 
Peter Hemer, LEM/Prayers 

Richard Mote, Usher 

  
Poinsettias 

December 26 
First Sunday after  

Christmas 

Isaiah 61:10-62:3 
Psalm 147 

Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7 
John 1:1-18 

Duane Johnson, Lector 
P.J. Brumbaugh, LEM/

Prayers 
Peter Hemer, Usher 

  
Sharon Wintrow 

 

Our first service in 2022 

will be Lessons and Carols.  

We need several readers 

for this service.  If you can 

assist us by reading a les-

son on January 2, please 

let Peter Hemer or Fr. 

Wayne know by December 

10.  Lessons and Carols will 

be in-person only, with no 

live-streaming that day, 

Covid willing.  

 

Church Services 

December 24th– 7:30PM 

 Holy Eucharist 

December 26th –10:30AM 

Holy Eucharist 

January 2nd– 10:30AM 

Lessons and Carols 




