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Dear Friends, 
 As a child, I was part of an independent, non-denominational, fundamentalist congregation that 
only read from the King James Version of the Bible.  To this day, they still maintain that stance, 
refusing to consider any other translations that use contemporary language, or that have fewer errors 
in translation. 
 We occasionally encountered chapters that we called “the begats.”  You’ll find them in Genesis 
and in some of the historical books of Hebrew Scripture.  Then, in Matthew and Luke we find 
genealogies of Jesus, with Luke taking it all the way to Adam, whom he calls “son of God.”  By the way, 
Matthew and Luke don’t agree on the ancestry of Jesus.  The Mormons still had a few years to work 
on their websites to straighten all that out. 
 Until the last few decades, church growth in the western, mostly European culture has mostly 
been determined by “begetting.”  Couples married, had children, and those children grew up, married 
and had children so their parents could watch them go through what they did.  It wasn’t unusual to 
find two, three, sometimes four generations of a family sitting in “their” pew on Sunday mornings. 
 When we look around, we realize that this process probably isn’t going to take us far into the 
future.  Most of the children raised in any particular congregation have had to move for employment, 
or in many cases, just don’t seem to find what they experienced in their early years something they 
want to hand on to their children. 
 Despite my regular reminders that Sarah was ninety, and Abraham one hundred years old when 
Isaac was born, most don’t seem to take the hint.  So we have a choice.  We can sit around and 
remember the old days (when we didn’t have to be concerned about these things).  When we do that, 
if we’re being honest, we admit that we only have a past, and no future. 
 So let’s take another look.  Moses was eighty years old when he saw a strangely burning bush in 
the wilderness.  We know what that was about.  He returned to his homeland, Egypt, where he had 
committed murder several years before, and became a refugee.  This time, though, he has a job to do.  
He is to confront Pharoah, and then lead a group of slaves out of Egypt to a land God will show them.  
That, by the way, was the same promise God made to Abram way back in Ur of the Chaldees, in 
modern-day Iraq. 
 It’s highly unlikely that we’ll start having children the old fashioned way.  But that doesn’t mean 
we can’t give birth to children of faith by reaching out into the places where people are still held 
captive by powers and beings beyond their control, but not out of the reach of God.  We can begin to 
beget, or as Jesus said, make disciples.   
 We do that by being who we are, and for the most part, not being who I learned to be as a child.  
That old fashioned way was to confront others and tell them what was wrong with them, speaking 
words of anger and hatred until they became like me, and then I could be nice to them.  I don’t think 
that ever really worked anyway. 
 Imagine this place becoming filled with new life when those who see something in us that is 
worth imitating, and want to discover what it means for them and their children.  When we start to 
see that vision, we move from only having a past toward seeing a future.  And then we see God 
waiting for us there. 
 How do we do that?  We pray.  We look at our own lives and admit those parts that need the 
redemption of God’s love, so that we can pass it on to others.  We invite others to join us by seeking 
an invitation to join them in their cares and troubles, and being a companion on life’s journey. 
 We’re never too old to do that.  So let the begetting begin! 

Wayne+ 



 

 

 

  

September approacheth!  Really.  Tempus just keeps fugiting along.  Anyway, we’re going to 

reclaim some territorial time after our covidtide hiatus.  Beginning the week of September 12, we 

will resume study groups and mid-week Eucharists.  The topics are still a bit fluid, but here are 

some ideas:  

 A traditional Bible study, using a book or theme from scripture; 

 Episcopal 101, which is a look at the history and practices of the Anglican 

tradition, and could be  a new member/ refresher course; 

 A forum discussion, with selected topics and presenters. 

The mid-week Eucharist will be on Wednesdays at 12:10 PM, with the first one 

on September 15, an Ember Day.  You can check your handy dandy Episcopal 

to English dictionary for more on Ember Days. 
  

Stuff-a-Bus donations give $610.00 to United Way 
The “Stuff-A-Bus” campaign collects both school supplies and cash donations to be used for additional 

school supplies and school backpacks and be distributed to children in our county schools.  With our 

Parish history of having so many schoolteachers over many decades, it’s a fitting cause to continue to be 

a part of helping foster the successful education of school age children in our community. Thanks to all 

those Parish members that donated cash for this year’s outreach request. And, for our Vestry to vote to 

support with matching funds from our Parish Outreach budget.  This year, St. Paul’s donated a total of 

$610.00 to United Way for Stuff-a-Bus. 

Our Outreach committee will continue to explore those opportunities where our Parish resources of time 

and money can best match those people in our community with deserving needs.   

 

COVID UPDATES 

As you know, the coronavirus continues to spread, with variants presenting new problems for us.  

At this writing, we have resumed wearing masks for all indoor services and meetings.  By the 

time you read this, another development may have arisen, and other precautions established.  We 

will update you with new information by email and on our Facebook page.  Those without either 

of those can call the office or a friend and get updates. 

One of our larger issues is the amount of wrong information 

spread by some so-called news outlets, and on social media.  It’s 

almost the opposite of the old “I told you I was sick” epitaph.  

Please continue to observe the cleaning and distancing 

advisories we heard last year.   And, if you’re feeling sick at all, 

please stay home and contact your doctor if necessary.  The 

symptoms many vaccinated persons report are much like a bad 

head cold.   

Keep in mind that this virus doesn’t really care if any of us 

“believe” in evolution.  It’s just going ahead and evolving 

anyway.  That’s how it stays alive and spreads. 

 

 



*

*Please notify the office of flower dedication by noon on the Tuesday before the Sunday listed. 

Date/Proper Readings Assistants Flowers* Offertory 

September 5 
Fifteenth Sunday after 

Pentecost 
Morning Prayer 

Isaiah 35:4-7a 
Psalm 146 

James 2:1-17 
Mark 7:24-37 

Gary Benesh, Lector 
Peter Hemer, Officiant 
Marlene Harvey, Homi-

ly 
Fred Dean, Usher 

  
Kim Bohler 

  
none 

September 12 
Sixteenth Sunday 
after Pentecost 
Holy Eucharist 

10:30 AM 

Isaiah 50:4-9a 
Psalm 116:1-8 
James 3:1-12 
Mark 8:27-38 

Kim Bohler, Lector 
Jan Dunwoody, LEM/

Prayers 
Dick Mote, Usher 

  

  
Barbara Wert 

  
tba 

September 19 
Seventeenth Sunday 

after Pentecost 

Jeremiah 11:18-20 
Psalm 54 

James 3:14-4:3, 7-8a 
Mark 9:30-37 

Marlene Harvey, Lector 
Marty Davis, LEM/

Prayers 
Peter Hemer, Usher 

  
Mary Ann & Bob 

Cornell 

  
tba 

September 26 
Eighteenth Sunday 

after Pentecost 

Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 
24-29 

Psalm 19:7-14 
James 5:13-20 
Mark 9:38-50 

Karen Burkett, Lector 
P.J. Brumbaugh, LEM/

Prayers 
Fred Dean, Usher 

  
Karrie Quigney 

  
tba 

The United Way would like to thank you for your gener-

ous donation.  Your financial gift ensures that those in 

need in Darke County through this difficult time. Your 

gift brings hope. Thank you again for your donation of 

$610.00 for Stuff-a-Bus! 

ORGAN MIDI PROJECT UPDATE 

 A contract has been signed with Lima Pipe Organ Com-
pany to install a MIDI controller on the console of our or-
gan.  This will allow recording of music for our liturgy that 
can then be played during worship without an organist 
sitting at the console.  The total cost of installation is just 
under $34,000.00.  We are requesting donations to help 
offset this cost, with donations possibly made in honor or 
memory of someone.  The work is tentatively scheduled to 
begin the week of October 4, and will require the removal 
of the console for a few weeks for rewiring. 

 




