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Dear Friends,

Someone once said the only thing that’s constant is change. They should have copyrighted the
phrase. As we move further into Summer and the second half of 2021, changes are in the works.
Again.
We have received word from the Diocese that, for the most part, restrictions placed due to the
coronavirus pandemic have been lifted. Discretion is left to parish leadership and each individual as to
whether masks will be worn. After several weeks of not wearing them, I think we know the answer to
that.
The Diocese has told us that we can resume serving Holy Communion from a common chalice.
However, there continues to be some uneasiness about that practice, and to keep from being confusing, we will continue to distribute the wine as we have been, using individual cups. As time goes on, we
may ease our way back into receiving from the common cup. But as community vaccination rates remain low, and mutations of the virus continue to spread, it’s best that we continue to use caution.
Keep in mind that reception of the bread alone is sufficient. Many do not receive the cup for different
reasons. That is a pastoral concern, which is being addressed. As always, stay tuned.
We can feel more at ease during the passing of the peace, remembering that it is that, and not
a social visit. And we will continue to sing hymns at the beginning and the end of the service. During
the hot summer months, our liturgy will change somewhat, with shorter spoken responses replacing
sung service music. For the social time, we are resuming a fellowship time with a cold beverage in the
lounge and garden.
We can also begin passing the offering plates and present them at the Offertory, although we
won’t be singing a hymn or response as we do that. Since the local food pantries have been overstocked, we are not collecting non-perishable food items at this time.
That part of our worship is remains fluid. A shortage of available organists means we are not
yet able to sing as much as we once did. Until a MIDI console is installed on the organ, that just isn’t
possible, nor are processions, since the one to do the processing is otherwise occupied playing the
hymn. Hopefully, the installation work will be accomplished later this year.
We have resumed a time of fellowship after worship. This is not the “coffee hour” that we
used to have. We will have some time in the lounge and garden to enjoy a cold beverage and warm
conversation between friends.
A question remains. What is our comfort level, as a congregation, after our experiences these
past months? That is something each person must decide, and respond accordingly.
As we move “forward to the past” some adjustments will be necessary. As always, we appreciate your patience and understanding, as our primary concern is our care for each other as we gather to
worship God.
--Wayne+

Stuff-a-Bus
The United Way is preparing for the opening of the next school
year with its annual Stuff-a-Bus campaign. St. Paul’s will participate in
this event by taking monetary donations to contribute to the purchase
of needed school supplies. By contributing in this way, we help United
Way purchase what is needed after donations of supplies are collected
and sorted.
St. Paul’s will receive donations through the month of July. You
may place your contribution in the offering plate, with an indication of
“Stuff-a-Bus” or mark “school supplies” on your check or envelope. St.
Paul’s Outreach Committee will match donations dollar-for-dollar, with
a minimum of $100.00 contributed from the Outreach budget .

SPECIAL SESSION CALLED FOR DIOCESAN CONVENTION
A special session of Convention has been called for Saturday, July 17,
2021, via Zoom. The purpose of this session is to act on the
recommendation of the Standing Committee of the Diocese to call The
Right Reverend George Wayne Smith as Provisional Bishop for the
Diocese. A Provisional Bishop serves in a temporary capacity during
the absence of a Diocesan Bishop. The Provisional Bishop carries the
authority of the Diocesan during this interim period, and, as is Bishop
Smith, usually a recently retired Diocesan Bishop. Bishop Smith
retired in 2020 from the Diocese of Missouri. If convention approves,
he will begin his time in Southern Ohio on August 15, 2021.
Our delegates for this convention are those elected as
delegates to convention in 2020. At this time, we have no elected
delegates to convention in November 2021. Anyone interested in
filling one of the four positions available should contact Fr. Rollins as
soon as possible.

We still have some openings on our flower
schedule for 2021: July 11, and August 22.
Please contact the church office if you are
interested in filling a date.

Date/Proper

Readings

Assistants

July 4
Pentecost 6

Ezekiel 2:1-5
Psalm 123
2 Cor. 12:2-10
Mark 6:1-13
Amos 7:7-15
Psalm 85:8-13
Ephesians 1:3-14
Mark 6:14-29

Kim Bohler, Lector
Jan Dunwoody, LEM/
Prayers
Peter Hemer, Usher
Marlene Harvey, Lector
Marty Davis, LEM/Prayers
Fred Dean, Usher

Jeremiah 23:1-6
Psalm 23
Eph. 2:11-22
Mark 6:30-34, 53-56
2 Kings 4:42-44
Psalm 145:10-19
Eph. 3:14-21
John 6:1-21

Karen Burkett, Lector
PJ Brumbaugh, LEM/
Prayers
Dick Mote, Usher
Tba, Lector
Fred Dean, LEM/Prayers
Peter Hemer, Usher

July 11
Pentecost 7

July 18
Pentecost 8

July 25
Pentecost 9

Flowers*

Offertory

Barbara Wert

Kim Bohler

Open

Mary Ann Cornell

Marlene Harvey

Kim Bohler

Judy & Don Fitzgerald

Mary Ann Cornell

Please notify the office of flower dedication by noon on the Tuesday before the Sunday listed.

VESTRY AUTHORIZES PURCHASE OF MIDI
Over the past several months, you’ve been hearing about the
installation of a MIDI console on the organ. At the June meeting, Vestry authorized the use of Memorial funds to begin this work. The total
cost of equipment and labor is $33,850.00. An initial payment of
$14,000.00 is in process, and the work is tentatively scheduled to take
place in October.
The MIDI (Musical Instrument Digital Interface) is a controller
housed in a computer connected to the organ console. It records every note that is played, which stops are being used, and even the working of swell shades (louvers that open and close by use of a pedal). All
this data is saved in the computer, and can then be replayed during
our services as needed.
Vestry is asking for donations to help offset the cost of this project. We will be posting a chart with progress made in meeting the full
cost of this work. For more information, please contact Fr. Wayne, or
to make a donation, place it in the offering plate or speak with Gary
Benesh, Church Treasurer. A view of the Great division of the organ
from the Altar.

