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Dear Friends, 
 Why are we here?  From time-to-time I ask that question, and most of the time it’s not after I’ve 
missed a turn while driving through an unknown area.  Well, at least it’s not often such a literal question. 
 St. Paul’s has been the sole presence of The Episcopal Church in Darke County, Ohio, since 1837.  Its 
present building has sat at the corner of South Broadway and East Water streets since the beginning of 
the twentieth century.  We have the history of its beginnings, including the names of those who met in 
someone’s home for prayer and fellowship according to the Book of Common Prayer. 
 That is what defines us.  We are people who gather to worship according to The Book of Common 
Prayer.  When you read the Constitution of The United States, particularly Amendment One, the freedom 
to worship not using that Book is a primary reason for what we call “separation of church and state.”  A 
lot of different meanings have been piled on to that amendment since 1789, often adding more confusion 
than clarity. 
 But aside from that, why are we here, not only as Episcopalians, but as followers of the risen Christ?  
There are lots of answers, some just as confusing as those interpretations of the First Amendment. 
 One prevalent answer to that question is that we are here to assure ourselves that we will end up in 
heaven instead of hell after we die.  A lot of contemporary preaching and evangelism is about that one 
thing.   
 A related answer is that we are here to convince others that they must join us, become like us, in 
order to be with us in heaven.  
 But what if that’s not it?  I sat with a group of Episcopalians during a summer discussion group held 
in a local restaurant, and we discussed such matters, hoping that someone nearby might be distracted 
from the multitude of television screens and the pizza and beverage du jour, and join us.  It didn’t work 
out that way. 
 The question was posed.  Why are we here?  Why does the church exist in the first place?  I said 
something to the effect that it might not be to avoid hell.  Someone else asked, “Why, then?”  I gave a 
one-word answer.  Gratitude. 
 That’s why we gather on Sundays to worship.  And wrapped-up in that is our acknowledgement that 
we cannot save ourselves, and that we don’t deserve redemption, no matter how good we are or how 
hard we work at it.  So we sing praises, lift up prayers, confess our sins, hear scripture read and explained, 
and celebrate Eucharist, which means “thanksgiving.” 
 But that’s Sunday morning.  What about the rest of the week? 
 The church exists to be, as Paul says, the Body of Christ that continues the work of compassion 
shown by Jesus of Nazareth.  One writer more recently explained that the church is the only institution on 
the face of the earth that exists solely for those who are not its members.  I believe that was William 
Temple, Archbishop of Canterbury. 
 We’ve built all these magnificent structures, but not just for ourselves.  We are to be open to the 
community around us who come seeking understanding, health, and compassion—you know, those same 
things Jesus offered those around him, and offers to us in each Sunday’s readings.  If we instead barricade 
our doors, and therefore our hearts, to those outside, then we really don’t deserve to exist at all.  Be-
cause when we do that, we deny our identity as Christ’s people, Christ’s body, living in and for the world. 
 Vestry will be meeting soon to begin some longer-range planning.  We’ve asked for input in a few 
different ways with surveys and questionnaires, but have received little response.  So, the question re-
mains unanswered.  Why are we here?  Perhaps we should pray more for God’s answer. 

--Wayne+ 



August Birthdays 

August 3, Susan Josenhans 

August 5, Hailey Hunt 

August 14, Nora Mahoney 

August 21, Dena Benesh 

August 23, Jason Hughes 

PLEASE KEEP OUR MEMBERS AND 
FRIENDS IN YOUR DAILY PRAYERS  
Ally Roessner; Jeff Raymond; Joyce 
Miller; Terri Hunt; Eldon Wolter; Don 
Shellabarger; Lynn Harvey; John Harvey; 
Ellen Doss; Darrell Wintrow; Duane 
Johnson; Nancy Brumbaugh; John 
Davis; Peggy Riegel; Margaret Godown; 
Taylor Shear; Don Fitzgerald; Karen 
Carpenter; Pam Aldridge; April 
Wilkinson; John Burkett. 

 

 

Our schedules for August will be different from the usual.  Here 
are some dates to keep in mind. 

August 16-September 6, Fr. Wayne on vacation 

August 18-August 28, Amy Addis on vacation.  Church office closed Aug. 18-
28. 

August 22, 29, and September 5, Morning Prayer; bulletins prepared by 
Aug. 13 

DEADLINE FOR SEPTEMBER EPISTLE will be Tuesday, August 10 so it can be 
prepared and ready to send out when Amy returns from vacation. 

There will be no streamed service on Facebook on August 22, 29, or Sep-
tember 5.  Streaming will resume on September 12. 

 



 

 

 

  

September approacheth!  Really.  Tempus just keeps fugiting along.  Anyway, we’re going to reclaim some territorial time after 
our covidtide hiatus.  Beginning the week of September 12, we will resume study groups and mid-week Eucharists.  The topics 
are still a bit fluid, but here are some ideas:  

A traditional Bible study, using a book or theme from scripture; 

Episcopal 101, which is a look at the history and practices of the Anglican tradition, and could be a new member/refresher 
course; 

A forum discussion, with selected topics and presenters. 

The mid-week Eucharist will be on Wednesdays at 12:10 PM, with the first one on 
September 15, an Ember Day.  You can check your handy dandy Episcopal to English 
dictionary for more on Ember Days. 

 A schedule will be printed in the September Epistle.  In the meantime, if you have 
certain days or times, or ideas for topics, please see Fr. Wayne. 

The Outreach efforts from our Parish have typically been a mix of both in-person activity with small and 

large groups, as well as monetary contributions.  But the effective shutdown of all non-essential group 

gatherings since mid-March 2020, it also effectively became a shutdown of most of our outreach activities. 

The exceptions were our Parish monetary contributions to two separate families at Christmas time and 

Easter week. We brought smiles to the faces and relief to their tight budgets especially at Christmas time.  

We also continued to donate food items to the food bank at Grace Resurrection Community Center and 

provided “brown bag” pre-packaged take out lunches through the end of 2020.  But we then learned last 

year the Grace Resurrection food bank was fully stocked with both frozen food and dry goods, and they 

were looking for ways to connect the food inventory to those in in need in our community. Perhaps the 

immediate food deficiency needs were now being met with the extraordinary response from various forms 

of federal and state assistance.  So, the decision was made by the Vestry to step away from participating in 

the lunch program. And we decided in our May 4, 2021 Outreach Committee meeting to temporarily 

suspend our Food gathering and donation program in collaboration with Grace Resurrection Community 

Center. The shelves were full and storage space was beginning to be a concern. 

In our May Outreach Committee meeting we decided to explore other outreach directions, perhaps going 

to more of a direct connection with families in need of assistance. 

One of the first Outreach events we re-started was our participation in the Darke County United Way Stuff

-the-Bus program for donations of school supplies and money for additional supplies.  St. Paul’s Vestry 

approved accepting monetary donations this year only, instead of both school supplies and monetary 

donations. The Vestry also matched dollar for dollar the monetary donations from Parish members, based 

on a minimum donation from our outreach fund of $100.00    The final donation check (parish members 

and Vestry match) was presented to United Way. 

Out Outreach Committee will continue to explore opportunities where our Parish resources of time and 

money can best match people in our community in need. 

Outreach Committee members are Chris Nelson, chair, and Kim Bohler and Tim Burns. 

 



*Please notify the office *Please notify the office of flower dedication by noon on the Tuesday before the Sunday listed. 

BISHOP PROVISIONAL ELECTED  

At a special Diocesan Convention called on Saturday, July 17 via Zoom, the Right Reverent George Wayne 
Smith, retired Bishop of Missouri, was elected as Bishop Provisional of the Diocese of Southern Ohio.  Bish-
op Smith will assume the office of Bishop Provisional on August 15, and will serve in that capacity until Au-
gust 14, 2023. 

Date/Proper Readings Assistants Flowers* Offertory 

August 1 
Pentecost 10 

  

Ex. 16:2-4, 9-15 
Psalm 78:23-29 

Eph. 4:1-16 
John 6:24-35 

Gary Benesh, Lector 
Peter Hemer, LEM/

Prayers 
Dick Mote, Usher 

  
Jan Dunwoody 

  
Kim Bohler 

August 8 
Pentecost 11 

1 Kings 19:4-8 
Psalm 34:1-8 
Eph. 4:25-5:2 

John 6:35, 41-51 

Kim Bohler, Lector 
Jan Dunwoody, LEM/

Prayers 
Peter Hemer, Usher 

  
Wayne Rollins 

  
Mary Ann Cornell 

August 15 
Pentecost 12 

Proverbs 9:1-6 
Psalm 34:9-14 
Eph. 5:15-20 
John 6:51-58 

Marlene Harvey, Lector 
Marty Davis, LEM/

Prayers 
Fred Dean, Usher 

  
Anne Brumbaugh 

  
Kim Bohler 

August 22 
Pentecost 13 

Morning Prayer 
Jan Dunwoody, Homily 

Josh. 24:1-2a, 14-18 
Psalm 34:15-22 

Eph. 6:10-20 
John 6:56-69 

Karen Burkett, Lector 
PJ Brumbaugh, Officiant 

Dick Mote, Usher 

  
OPEN 

  
None 

August 29 
Pentecost 14 

Morning Prayer 
Kim Bohler, Homily 

Deut. 4:1-2, 6-9 
Psalm 15 

James 1:17-27 
Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-

23 

Chris Nelson, Lector 
Fred Dean, Officiant 
Peter Hemer, Usher 

  
Sharon Wintrow 

  
None 

ORGAN MIDI PROJECT UPDATE 

 A contract has been signed with Lima Pipe Organ Com-
pany to install a MIDI controller on the console of our or-
gan.  This will allow recording of music for our liturgy that 
can then be played during worship without an organist 
sitting at the console.  The total cost of installation is just 
under $34,000.00.  We are requesting donations to help 
offset this cost, with donations possibly made in honor or 
memory of someone.  The work is tentatively scheduled to 
begin the week of October 4, and will require the removal 
of the console for a few weeks for rewiring. 



 



TO CONTACT US  

Office Hours  

10 AM – 3 PM  

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday  

937-548-5575  

www.stpaulsgreenville.org  

Amy Addis, Church Secretary  

office@stpaulsgreenville.org  

The Rev. E. Wayne Rollins, Priest-in-Charge  

wrollins@stpaulsgreenville.org  

Home phone 937-459-4906  
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