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Dear Friends,
We’ve all heard the phrase “got lost in the translation.” We’re usually referring to
words or phrases whose meaning do not have a precise corollary in our own language. Holy
Scripture is filled with words like that, and an annotated translation will often indicate this
with a footnote stating “original unclear,” whether it’s Hebrew, Aramaic, or Greek.
Sometimes even the sound of the original language helps to understand the term, and that
definitely gets lost in translation.
We have familiar words and phrases that mean something completely different in our
usage than they did way back then. For instance, the word hosanna most often sounds like a
“yay God” moment in the way we use it. But the Hebrew word comes from Psalm 118:25 in
its most familiar passage: “Hosanna! Send us success” is what we’ll read on Palm Sunday.
The original meaning, however, is “save us, we beseech you, O Lord.” When translations
were made into Greek, then Latin and English, the translators used words they thought were
implied because they didn’t know the original meaning. This doesn’t mean we should, or are
going to change the words we say and sing during the Great Thanksgiving. We’ll leave our
hosannas in the highest for now.
During the Lenten season, we try to remember to not say the “A” word, alleluia. This
also comes from Hebrew scripture, derived from the word hilleluijah, which means “praise
God.” Sundays in Lent, and that’s “in” not “of,” do not count as part of the forty-day journey
of the season. Every Sunday is a type of celebration of the resurrection, and so things like
giving up chocolate or coffee or whatever are allowed on Sundays “in Lent.” Just remember
to not be a grouch on Monday when the caffeine craving greets you with the alarm clock.
So, maybe it’s helpful to look at what might be gained in translation. All the words
we hear in church and read in scripture have been translated at one time or another.
Everything we read in the Bible, and every punctuation mark, is a translator’s decision. And
sometimes translators make errors. There is one infamous printing of the Bible in 17th
century England that left the important word “not” out of Exodus 20:14. Look it up, then
laugh while your head aches from lack of caffeine.
The point of all this is to raise questions about what we read, and to think about its
various meanings instead of simply accepting what we’ve been told through the ages. And
there’s something more important. Each of us delivers our own translation of the meaning of
scripture and the teaching of Jesus as we go about our daily lives. The meaning of the words
we hear and read is revealed in the choices we make and the conversations we have with
others.
Hopefully, the result of all that will be that we are joined by others in proclaiming the
real meaning of that “A” word. Praise God. We get to do and say that any time during the
year.
Wayne+

Remember—
Daylight Saving
Time begins
March 14
DATES TO REMEMBER
Palm Sunday, March 28
Maundy Thursday, April 1
Good Friday, April 2
Easter Sunday, April 4
Pentecost, May 23
Trinity Sunday, May 30

These past several months have seen a decreased amount of
activity in our church building, but it has not always been
quiet. Along with the usual office activity and Sunday
morning services, work is ongoing to make improvements in
the building itself.
New fixtures have been installed in both restrooms in the
undercroft, and new lighting and ventilation is in place. Gary
Benesh is painting the walls to freshen things up a bit.
Floors have been measured and new carpet is on the way for
the offices and the hallway behind the sanctuary. Talk about cleaning the carpeting led to the conclusion that a lot
of reweaving would probably be necessary afterward. If anyone knows how many decades it has been since that
carpet was installed, please let us know! Thanks to Gary Benesh for his time and labor and planning, and to Larry
Addis, husband of our Church Secretary, for his professional electrician services!

Date/Proper

Readings

March 7, 2021
Third Sunday in Lent

Exodus 20:1-17
Psalm 19
1 Corinthians 1:18
-25
John 2:13-22
Numbers 21:4-9
Psalm 107:1-3, 1722
Ephesians 2:1-10
John 3:14-21
Jeremiah 31:31-34
Psalm 51:1-13
Hebrews 5:5-10
John 12:20-33
Mark 11:1-11
Psalm 118:1-2, 1929
Isaiah 50:4-9a
Psalm 31:9-16
Philippians 2:5-11
Mark 14:1-15:47

March 14, 2021
Fourth Sunday in Lent

March 21, 2021
Fifth Sunday in Lent

March 28, 2021
Liturgy of the Palms
Liturgy of the Passion

Lector/Prayers

Flowers*

Offertory

Peter Hemer

Nancy Brumbaugh

MaryAnn Cornell

Chris Nelson

Marty & John Davis

Kim Bohler

Kim Bohler

Nora & Doug
Mahoney

MaryAnn Cornell

Jan Dunwoody
Passion readers
TBA

Jan Dunwoody

Kim Bohler

*Please n* Please notify the office of flower dedication by noon on the Tuesday before the Sunday listed.
HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE
Maundy Thursday, April 1, 7:00 PM
Good Friday Liturgy, April 2, 7:00 PM

St. Paul’s has two resources for information on the internet. Our webpage, www.stpaulsgreenville.org, has
issues of The Epistle available, as well as other information about the parish. On Facebook.com/
episcopalgreenvilleohio, you can find worship services available for viewing for most Sundays, and other
information that we share from time to time.
On that Facebook page, a private group has been formed so that we can share information that doesn’t
necessarily need to be shared with the wider public. One of those things is a video recording of our Annual
Meeting, held on February 21. In order to view this, or anything else that might be added to the group page,
you must respond to an invitation. And in order to get the invitation, Facebook protocols require you to have
recently “liked” the St. Paul’s page. Then we can click on your name and send the invitation, which you can
then accept and gain access to the group page.
We are also exploring using this same process for things like Bible Study or other meetings. We can use this
page which will allow invited persons to join in the discussion, and participate by video or chat during the live
meeting. However, you must be a Facebook member to do this, and that differs from being able to view
services on the main page.
We could also set up a Zoom account to get a wider audience, but Zoom is time-limited to 40 minutes for
each meeting unless we buy an institutional subscription. If you are interested in any of these possibilities,
please let Fr. Wayne know so that it can be arranged and invitations sent out.

