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 I think that many of us had hoped for a kindler, gentler year after 2020 finally ended.  If Janu-
ary is any indication, buckle up.  It could be a bumpy ride.  In light of that, I want to address briefly 
some of the back story of current events, especially since  part of it seems to be based on theological 
issues. 

 When the Puritans set sail on the Mayflower, a minister preached a sermon before they de-
parted where he mentioned building “a shining city on a hill.”  That was their imagined purpose.  We 
are taught that they came seeking religious freedom, but that came after the Puritans gained control of 
England, beheaded King Charles I, and Oliver Cromwell became head of state.  One of their complaints 
was that the Church of England resembled too much of the Roman Catholic Church by burning candles, 
wearing vestments, and so on.  Also, all worship in England was mandated to use that new volume, The 
Book of Common Prayer, and all were overseen by a bishop who was appointed by, and swore an oath 
to, the monarch.  The overthrow of the government was at once an ecclesiastical and civil revolution. 

 These past few weeks have heard echoes of that purpose to build the city on a hill.  This “new 
Jerusalem” is a place where God reigns, and is promised in the vision of John of Patmos in Revelation 
21.  However, the call recently heard is to build the city by force, or die trying.  That is a betrayal of 
John’s vision, and the teaching of scripture.  It doesn’t even need God, since force is a human element 
that seeks to achieve a narrow purpose according to human desires, no matter how much we like to 
pretend we’re doing God’s will. 

 You might even surmise that purpose to ultimately be un-American.  The founders wrote ex-
tensively about the need for immigration to supply a workforce.  In some regions, that was slave labor.  
The rise of manufacturing in the north required a paid workforce, which put it in direct conflict with the 
southern use of slavery.  Both, by the way, found voices who used scripture to justify their methods.  If 
you pick and choose carefully, you can make scripture say a lot of self-justifying words.  

 Time and space do not permit a thorough discussion of all this, so I’ll get to the point.  The 
“city on a hill” that we read about and anticipate is not ours to build.  It is God’s blessing upon us when 
we fulfill the words of Jesus at the end of Matthew’s Gospel:  I was hungry and you fed me, sick and 
you visited me, and so on.  When we live the grace God shows us in the life, death, and resurrection of 
Jesus of Nazareth, we don’t live in the city on a hill.  Our lives become the city, the temple of God, the 
“words” of God becoming flesh through whom the light of God’s presence becomes known to “the 
people who walk in darkness.” 

 The city John foresaw is not a reward for meritorious service, but a restoration of God’s pur-
pose for all creation.  We arrive there by grace, often despite what we do or even who we are.  The 
foundation was laid at the foot of a cross, which became for us the tree of life that John sees flourish-
ing in the middle of the city, and which grew in the middle of the garden in those first days of creation.   

 While the Puritans four hundred years ago and their descendants today seek to build the city 
by force, they miss the point.  Eliminating our Constitution and our form of government because some 
have judged that it allows things we might not like shows we have given up on forgiveness and recon-
ciliation, and refuse to live in grace.  And that means we have also given up on God.  But then, maybe it 
also shows that God has given up on us if we continue to live this way. 

 Our response to all of this will be revealed not in our words, but in our lives as we seek to live 
the life God gives us, walking new paths in response to the continuing call of Jesus to “follow me.”  And 
turn a few swords into plowshares.  Planting season will be here before you know it. 

Wayne+ 



Date/Proper Readings Lector/Prayers Flowers* Offertory 

February 7 
5th Sunday after the Epiphany 

  

Isaiah 40:21-31 
Psalm 147:1-12, 21c 

1 Corinthians 9:16-23 
Mark 1:29-39 

  
Chris Nelson 

  

  
Jan Dunwoody 

  
Kim Bohler 

February 14 
Last Sunday after the Epiphany 

Transfiguration 

2 Kings 2:1-12 
Psalm 50:1-6 

2 Corinthians 4:3-6 
Mark 9:2-9 

  
Kim Bohler 

  
Open 

  
MaryAnn Cornell 

February 17 
Ash Wednesday 

Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 
Psalm 103 

2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 

Noon—Marty 
Davis 

  
7:00 PM—Peter 

Hemer 

  
None 

  

  
tba 

February 21 
First Sunday in Lent 

Annual Meeting after Worship 

Genesis 9:8-17 
Psalm 25:1-9 

1 Peter 3:18-22 
Mark 1:9-15 

  
Jan Dunwoody 

  
Nora & Doug 

Mahoney 

  
tba 

February 28 
Second Sunday in Lent 

Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 
Psalm 22:22-30 
Romans 4:13-25 

Mark 8:31-38 

  
Marty Davis 

  
Fred Dean 

  
tba 

*Please notify the office of flower dedication by noon on the Tuesday before the Sunday listed. 

 

Other February dates include the Feast of the Presentation, February 2 and St. Matthias, Apostle, 

Feb. 24 

Ember Days fall on the Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday after the First Sunday in Lent 

Lent Madness begins its annual Saintly Smackdown on Ash Wednesday.  Information can be found 
at www.lentmadness.org.  Lenten devotional materials can be purchased through Forward Move-
ment, at www.forwardmovement.org. 

 

http://www.lentmadness.org
http://www.forwardmovement.org
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