St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Greenville, Ohio
Helping all people find a connection to God’s community.
November, 2020
Dear Friends,
It’s November again. Traditionally, we would be talking about holiday plans, looking at sale
brochures, planning menus, and all that. While some of that may be happening, it seems more likely
that our traditions are being upended this year, and we’re looking more at non-traditional ways of
observing the time.
Big family gatherings may be postponed with a “we’ll try again next year” response. But, as
holidays tend to do, let’s take a look instead at some of the ways we might refocus our attention, and
find meaning in what we can do rather than lament what we can’t do.
November 1, back in the good ol’ days, was New Year’s Day on the Celtic calendar. The
previous evening was a time of revelry, and even the spirits of the departed joined the festivities.
Sound familiar? Now, we celebrate All Saints’ Day on this date, and this year it falls on a Sunday. We
will celebrate that day while we remember those who have departed from us since last All Saints’ Day.
The next day, renamed in our prayer book as All Faithful Departed instead of All Souls’ Day, is
traditionally the church’s memorial day. It’s a good day to remember stories to tell to future
generations. Those of us who have done some genealogical work have some of those stories to tell,
while some might express a desire to not tell some of those any more.
November 3 is our country’s election day. Yes, it will hopefully be over that day, but in our 24hour news cycle, even if it is all decided then, talk will begin about the next one. So, if nothing else,
express gratitude for the person who developed the “off” and “mute” buttons on your television
remote controls.
November 11 brings the anniversary of the end of World War I. While we remember what is
in this country called Veteran’s Day, let us also honestly consider why this wasn’t “the war to end all
wars” and how we might really call the last one by that name.
On the Saturday before that, our diocese will gather in convention via Zoom. This will be
Bishop Breidenthal’s last convention as our diocesan bishop, as he is retiring at the end of the month.
Make a special intention of holding the diocese in prayer as we meet and plan for the year ahead.
November 26 is a day set aside as a national day of thanksgiving. While it has become a
national day of over-consumption, perhaps this year we can pause the chaos and do something truly
subversive—be thankful for the many, many good people and things in our lives. God knows how lifechanging that can be, and continues to wait for us to find out.
Then, toward the end of the month, Advent begins on Sunday, November 29. Traditionally, it
began on November 30, which is St. Andrew’s Day. But to get four Sundays in before December 25, we
begin on the 29th this year. It begins a new church year, during which our Gospel lessons focus on
Mark’s telling of the story of Jesus.
Speaking of which, in all this, remember that each of our lives is in its own way our telling of
the story of Jesus to, through, and in us. From our beginnings (Mark doesn’t have an infancy narrative)
with baptism, all the way through resurrection and new life, each of us tells that story in our own way.
Think about that as you observe all the other events of November and each month of the year, and give
thanks to God for including us in God’s story. Then, make sure our stories include God.
--Wayne+

PLEASE KEEP OUR MEMBERS AND
FRIENDS IN YOUR DAILY PRAYERS

Happy November Birthday to

November 6, Gary Benesh
November 9, Peter Hemer
November 9, Margaret Godown
November 9, Mary Bonfiglio
November 15, Landon Cole Wagner
November 26, Reed Wagner
November 27, Sharon Wintrow

CHRISTMAS EVE PLANNING
Vestry has discussed our Christmas Eve worship in light of the
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic and safety precautions needed
as we worship. Since this is traditionally a time when families
gather, and we have several large family groups in the parish,
we’re wondering what your plans are for this time. Christmas
falls on Friday this year, so our Christmas Eve service will be
on Thursday evening.
Some places are requiring reservations and adding services as
needed so that adequate spacing can be observed. We probably will not need to do this, but we may need to insist that
some folks sit closer to the front of the church. Family groups
can sit together, but we will need to provide an empty pew
between large groups.

Please let us know.

Ally Roessner; Kay Shockney; Jeff
Raymond; Meredith Carpe; Joyce Miller;
Terri Hunt; Eldon Wolter; Sharlean
Stanley; Paul Alexander; Todd
Shellabarger; Don Shellabarger; Lynn
Harvey; John Harvey; Ellen Doss; Darrell
Wintrow; Duane Johnson; John
McCracken; Nancy Brumbaugh; Jan
Dunwoody; Terri Lutz; Karen Burkett;
John Davis; Tom Breidenthal; Marty
Davis.

Baptism and Membership
The Feast of All Saints reminds us that Baptism is our entry into the life of the church.
The name of each person baptized is entered
into the church register, and that person becomes a member of the parish at that point.
An ongoing audit of our membership records
reveals the names of many who were baptized here, but who now live in far-flung regions. Perhaps the family moved, and didn’t
transfer church membership. Some denominations do not accept transfers from other
denominations, so we would not have been
notified. Others may be grandchildren of
current members who were brought here for
baptism due to family gatherings and traditions.
If you know of someone who may fit one or
any of these descriptions, please let us know
so we can correct our records. We lack contact information for several, but we are continuing to inquire about their whereabouts.
Of course, our desire is to move each person
from inactive to active status, so we might be
together again in worship and fellowship.

ADVENT BEGINS NOVEMBER 29
The last Sunday in November is the First Sunday of Advent. Some may place an Advent wreath on
a table, lighting candles as the season progresses. Some may make a special intention to focus on the
season, using devotional materials such as Forward Day by Day, or saying the Daily Office each day. (By
the way, both the Daily Office and Sunday lectionaries begin a new year on this day. The Sunday
lectionary moves to Year B, and the Office to Year One.)
Other traditions abound. A particularly tasty one is the preparation for a Christmas pudding.
Ingredients are assembled beginning on the First Sunday of Advent, and then over the next few days, they
are stirred with a little added attraction added. Then, once ready, the pudding is steamed for several
hours, then wrapped tightly and stored over the next year. You got it. This year’s pudding was supposed
to have started last year. Age gracefully, friends. And remember that some things are meant to stay in
the back of the refrigerator.
You can opt to enjoy the pudding earlier, of course. The preparation and steaming also mean you

UTO INGATHERING NOVEMBER 29

The United Thank Offering (UTO) is a ministry of The Episcopal Church for the mission of the whole church. Through UTO, individuals are invited to embrace and deepen a personal daily spiritual discipline of gratitude. UTO encourages people to notice the good
things that happen each day, give thanks to God for those blessings and make an offering for each blessing using a UTO Blue Box.
UTO is entrusted to receive the offerings, and to distribute the 100% of what is collected to support innovative mission and ministry throughout The Episcopal Church and Provinces of the Anglican Communion.
St. Paul’s will gather offerings for UTO on the last Sunday in November, which is the Sunday after Thanksgiving and the First Sunday of Advent. Grant applications are now being received for 2021, and the focus is on helping communities recover from the
effects of COVID-19. Blue boxes are available at the front of the church or on the lounge table. Checks can also be mailed in or
placed in the offering plate, marked “UTO.”

Date/Proper

Readings

November 1
All Saints’
Day

Revelation 7:1-9
Psalm 34:1-10, 22
1 John 3:1-3
Matthew 5:1-12
Amos 5:18-24
Psalm 70
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
Matthew 25:1-13

November 8
23rd Pentecost

November
15
24th Pentecost
November
22
Last Sunday
after Pentecost
Christ the
King
November
29
Advent 1

Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18
Psalm 90:1-12
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
Matthew 25:14-30
Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24
Psalm 95:1-7a
Ephesians 1:15-23
Matthew 25:31-46

Isaiah 64:1-9
Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18
1 Corinthians 1:3-9
Mark 13:24-37

Lector/Prayers

Flowers*

Kim Bohler

Mara Cox

Chris Nelson

Jan & Chris Nelson

Jan Dunwoody

Fred Dean

Peter Hemer

Gail & Gary Benesh

Marty Davis

Open

Offertory

*Please notify the office of flower dedication by noon on the Tuesday before the Sunday listed.

For personal devotion on Thanksgiving Day, you may use the Lectionary readings
Deuteronomy 8:7-18; Psalm 65; 2 Corinthians 9:6-15; Luke 17:11-19.
The Collect of the Day

Almighty and gracious Father, we give you thanks for the fruits of the earth in their season and for the labors
of those who harvest them. Make us, we pray, faithful stewards of your great bounty, for the provision of our
necessities and the relief of all who are in need, to the glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

We need your help!
During our worship, we need volunteers to play a short piece of music for the Offertory as the altar is prepared. If you play a musical instrument, or if you sing and want to sing a selection, possibly unaccompanied,
please let Fr. Wayne know so a schedule can be worked out. This is not the Van Cliburn competition, it is
another offering in gratitude to God.
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Home phone 937-459-4906

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
201 S. Broadway Street
Greenville, OH 45331

