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August, 2020

Dear Friends,
Is it really August already? Although the thermometer has been telling us it feels like
August for several weeks, many of the usual events that occupy Summer months
have not happened. It feels like we’re in a holding pattern, much like sitting on an
airplane that arrived at an unscheduled time, waiting for an open jetway.
There hasn’t been a lot of that, either, as air travel is greatly diminished during what
some Episcopalians have dubbed Covidtide. But the calendar tells us it’s August, so
we’ll go with that and keep moving ahead.

Ahead into what? Usually, we start planning for Fall and ensure we have what we’ll
need to jump in right after Labor Day. Not this year. August brings several big
events to our area, and the coronavirus may be lurking nearby while all of the gatherings take place. We won’t know whether infection rates will increase in the weeks
after the Expo and Fair conclude. So we remain flexible, ready to shift gears with
little notice.
It’s helpful to me to read the Old Testament prophets in times like these. At the
heart of their writings I find two main ideas. One is a warning that we may be on the
wrong path. Actually, the prophets exist because Israel and Judah were on the
wrong path, and the prophet’s job is to make clear the consequences of their choices. But after that, there’s hope.
Toward the end of the Babylonian exile, the prophets begin telling the Judean people that they will return home. Even though that home is drastically changed and
will need rebuilding, it will still be home on the land that is the foundation of God’s
promise to Abraham centuries earlier. Many of those who hear this message of
hope might not have first-hand knowledge of what home looks like, because the exile lasted seventy years.

Scripture is ultimately a collection of stories that tell of journeys begun with a promise that leads through
suffering, guided by a star that shines in hope of the fulfillment of the promise. As the Apostle Paul says,
There’s more to come. We continue to shout our praise even when we’re hemmed in with troubles, because we know how troubles can develop passionate patience in us, and how that patience in turn forges
the tempered steel of virtue, keeping us alert for whatever God will do next. In alert expectancy such as
this, we’re never left felling shortchanged. Quite the contrary—we can’t round up enough containers to
hold everything God generously pours into our lives through the Holy Spirit. (Eugene Peterson, The Message, Romans 5:3-5)
Yes, it’s really August. We hope for a break in the heat even as we hope the air conditioner doesn’t break.
We’ve been here before. And we’ve been through times of trouble where we found a choice between hope
and despair. As the prophets announced, along with Paul, and as Jesus showed us by his own life, hope does
not disappoint, because our hope is in God.
So, with patience tempered by past endurance, we look ahead to a life renewed in hope, built on a foundation laid by many who came before us, but whose hope is found in our continuing to do God’s work on the
corner of South Broadway and Water, and in all the places where the life of the Spirit intersects with our own
lives.
--Wayne+
LECTIONARY READINGS FOR AUGUST
August 2
Psalm 145:8-9, 15-22
Isaiah 55:1-5
Romans 9:1-5
Matthew 14:13-21
August 9
Psalm 85:8-13
1 Kings 19:9-18
Romans 10:5-15
Matthew 14:22-33
August 16
Psalm 67
Isaiah 56:1, 6-8
Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32
Matthew 15:10-28
August 23
Psalm 138
Isaiah 51:1-6
Romans 12:1-8
Matthew 16:13-20

August 30
Psalm 26:1-8
Jeremiah 15:15-21
Romans 12:9-21
Matthew 16:21-28

Sunday services will continue to be
streamed on Facebook Live, beginning
around 9:25 AM
Facebook.com/episcopalgreenvilleohio
For other services in the Diocese, check
the website
www.episcopaliansinconnection.org
and follow the links regarding COVID-19.
Other services, such as from Washington
Cathedral, can be found on Youtube or
by searching their websites.

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
201 South Broadway at Water
Greenville, Ohio 45331-1907

July 23, 2020
Dear Members of St Paul Episcopal Church,

This is one of the hardest letters that I have had to write in quite a while. I have
mixed emotions, both sad and one of excitement, concerning what I am going
to tell you.
About the first of June, I was approached by the Greenville EUM Church to see
if I would be interested in becoming the Music Coordinator of the Devor branch
church for all their music activities concerning their Traditional Service.
I have decided, with much discussion with the leaders of the Church and many
prayers, to accept their offer. I feel, that after giving 14 years of service to this
church, that God has opened the door for new opportunities for me and He is
leading me to the decision.
My Last Sunday will be August 16th. I appreciate everything that this
congregation has done for Linda and myself and I have enjoyed my time with
you. Linda and I have made many friendships along the way and we hope to
keep these people close to us as we start a new chapter in our lives.
May God Bless All of You.
Sincerely,

Terry

