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May 19, 2020 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP RESUMES 

SUNDAY, MAY 31 

Day of Pentecost 

Morning Prayer, Rite II 

10:30 AM 

Please note that if you feel ill, have a cough or fever, 

please stay home.  It’s a good practice to check your 

temperature before you leave home during this time of 

pandemic.  Face masks are necessary, and will be 

available at the garden and nave doors.  Services will 

continue to be streamed on Facebook Live. 

www.facebook.com/episcopalgreenvilleohio 

The Church Picnic, originally slated for Sunday, June 

14, has been postponed.  We will try to reschedule it 

for early Fall. 



Dear Friends,  

 

 There have been a few occasions where I’ve looked at my parents as they’ve responded to 

things my nephews have said and done, and asked the question, “When did the aliens come and 

exchange you for the people I grew up with?”  As I drive around town, and even as I walk into 

familiar places like, say, church, it seems that some alien force has replaced the places with 

something different.  Sure, it looks the same, but it sure does feel different. 

 It seems it’s going to be that way for a while.  Church is going to be different, at least until we 

get a handle on the ability of the coronavirus to spread and cause devasting harm.  We discussed 

this at length at Vestry on May 17, and I’ve been in touch with our Bishop, who is getting ready to 

authorize some directives regarding our return to corporate worship.  There isn’t a lot of change 

from what I wrote at the beginning of the month, but some possibilities mentioned then are more 

concrete now.  So hold onto your hymnal racks.  Here goes. 

 Actually, let go of your hymnal racks, and don’t touch the books held in them.  Everything 

will be printed in a bulletin, which each person is then asked to take home or dispose of in a 

supplied bag or recycle bin.  The coronavirus has been shown to last for more than several hours on 

certain surfaces, paper being one of the longer-lasting ones.  The alternative to this is having to 

disinfect hymnals and prayer books, or mounting screens or monitors to display the words. 

 And words are what will be printed or displayed.  For the time being, we will not be singing 

hymns or service music.  This is a soul-starving decision that we must make to help protect some of 

our more vulnerable friends.  Singing causes two things that this virus can use to be more virulent.  

One, it produces more aerosols (droplets produced even while talking normally) that stay longer in 

the air and travel further due to increased air pressure needed to sing.  Two, because while singing 

we require more air, we breathe more deeply, causing what we inhale to travel deeper into the 

lungs.  We do the same by yawning, but not as frequently.  And about yawning—I’ll try to keep it 

interesting. 

 Reading lessons and preaching require more projection than normal conversation, so we are 

asked to keep Lectors and Speakers/Preachers a minimum of nine feet away from those listening.  

We have the six feet distancing recommendations made obvious to us in that our pews are exactly 

three feet apart, backrest to backrest.  We will be asking only one person to read lessons on Sundays 

so that we don’t have issues with disinfecting microphones between lessons.  However, the fixed 

location of the lectern to the organ console may mean we read from a different place. 

 We will not pass the offering plate during worship.  Plates will be placed on tables at the front 

and back doors to the nave, and offerings can be dropped into them.  Also we are asking 

parishioners to maintain distancing before and after worship, finding ways to converse and interact 

while staying safe.  In other words, please don’t stop to chat in doorways and frequently used paths 

from room to room.  Coffee hour is suspended until further notice. 

 For me, this next item is as difficult as not singing.  For the time being, we will continue to say 

Morning Prayer instead of celebrating Holy Eucharist.  There is just no way yet that we can celebrate 

communion and guarantee safety, even if we just receive only the bread.  It may be that we’ll 

eventually reach a comfortable place where we accept a minimal risk.  But for now, as we know so 

little about this virus, and with news about it changing so rapidly, this is a (hopefully) short-term 

decision we have to make. 



 Comfort level may become an issue.  I ask everyone to please wear a face mask.  We have a 

number of folks with upper respiratory and lung conditions that require our doing what we can to 

help protect them as much as we do ourselves.  I know it’s warm, and sometimes more difficult to 

breathe depending on activity level.  But since we’re not air conditioned, and summer is upon us, 

using fans may be a detriment to containing the spread of this virus.  A fan can spread aerosols 

through a wider area, and using the large fan in the bell tower will help pull everything from the 

front to the back, making what will be present in exhalation, even with a mask, possibly inhaled by 

those behind us.  The good news is that Morning Prayer, with no hymns or offertory, takes much 

less time than does Holy Eucharist with much singing. 

 Hopefully we’re looking at a short-term inconvenience.  But as several have pointed out, even 

as businesses open, hospitals and nursing homes are still prohibiting visitors.  Infection levels have 

been much lower than first feared because we stayed home.  Most likely, those levels will increase as 

human interaction increases, especially since many remain carriers of the virus without or before 

exhibiting any symptoms.  Reopening now is due to two main factors.  One, people need to work to 

earn income, and that income results in income for government agencies at every level.  And, 

somewhat shockingly, we’re able to consider opening now because there is more room in our 

hospitals to handle cases, including the most severe that require intensive care.  To be blunt, as one 

writer has, we’re not reopening because we’ve defeated the virus.  We’re reopening because it’s 

more likely there will be room in the ICU. 

 On a pastoral note, please consider this information and make your own decision about 

attending corporate services.  We will continue to stream services on the church Facebook page, as 

we’ve done the past several weeks.  It may be that equipment limitations will require us to record 

the service and post it later.  We’ll have to experiment some with that.  Also, if smaller groups are 

more comfortable, please let me know.  I’m open to scheduling smaller groups of up to ten people in 

different areas so that we will not have to disinfect one area so much, which is what we will have to 

do to have two or more services in the nave on the same day. 

 I think we should add another phrase to our baptismal vows.  “Will you get through these 

times and changes and persevere in worship and the Christian life?”  The answer is, as always, “I 

will, with God’s help.”  Once asked and answered, how we do that is our commentary, even if it 

looks, sounds, or feels alien. 

—Wayne+ 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

To contact Fr. Wayne, please call the church office at 937-548-5575 and leave a message if there is no answer.  You 

may also call him at home at 937-459-4906.   

Please note the following changes in email addresses.  These are new and are tied to our new website, which is up and 

running: 

Fr. Wayne WRollins@stpaulsgreenville.org 

Church  Office@stpaulsgreenville.org 

Website www.stpaulsgreenville.org 

These new emails are now in use.  Difficulties with the older email, resulting in the inability of some to receive them, 

will hopefully disappear.  This will also separate Fr. Wayne’s work emails from his personal account.   



During this time of uncertainty and waiting, here are some helpful internet sites  

for worship and inspiration 

Our live-stream services are here 

www.facebook.com/episcopalgreenvilleohio 

For Diocese of Southern Ohio events and offerings 

www.diosohio.org 

then click on the “Doing church” during COVID-19 banner 

For Daily Offices and other meditations 

www.missionstclare.org 

prayer.forwardmovement.org 

dailyoffice.app 

https://dailyoffice.wordpress.com/  

for the Daily Office in Quarantine 
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